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Hunchback of Notre Dame

The 5" Avenue Theatre works to make musical theater accessible to various communities
throughout the Puget Sound area. The final show of our season, The Hunchback of Notre
Dame, has given the theater an opportunity to connect with the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing
community.

In this glorious retelling of Victor Hugo’s epic masterpiece, a powerful tale of love, faith,
and prejudice will leave you utterly spellbound. The Hunchback of Notre Dame features
songs from the Disney animated feature with new music from legendary composers Alan
Menken (The Little Mermaid, Aladdin, and Newsies) and Stephen Schwartz (Wicked,
Godspell, and Pippin). The musical explores the story of Quasimodo, a deaf bell ringer in
Notre Dame Cathedral in the 15" century. Quasimodo sneaks out of his bell tower to join
the Festival of Fools, where he is ridiculed by everyone except one woman—Esmeralda.
The story goes on to expose universal human struggles: dishonesty, bullying of those who
are perceived to be different, and the transformative power of kindness and love.

This 5™ Avenue Theatre production will model the musical’s central theme of inclusion
with the casting of Joshua Castille, an exceptional Deaf artist, in the role of Quasimodo.
This magical production will incorporate the use of American Sign Language in innovative
ways throughout. Josh will sign and speak Quasimodo’s lines while sensational Hearing
performer E.J. Cardona acts as Quasimodo’s “voice™ in song. The production will be
transformative for Deaf audiences, who will see themselves represented on stage at The 5
for the very first time, and for long-standing patrons, who are accustomed to seeing racial
diversity on our stage, but not actors with different abilities. Additionally, The 5™ is
developing new opportunities that will be accessible and engaging for deaf, hard-of-
hearing, and hearing audiences. 5 Avenue Theatre staff members are meeting with
theaters across the country that currently serve as role models for integrating Deaf artists,
theater professionals, and staff into their organizations and productions. Our goal is to
incorporate Deaf artists and staff into the cultural fabric of The 5" Avenue Theatre.

Our production will include a full company of 21 actors and 15 orchestra musicians. In
addition, the Pacific Lutheran University choir will sing alongside our cast. With support
from our donors, we can expand our service to the Deaf community and maintain the level
of artistic excellence our patrons expect and deserve.
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NEW STORIES,
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This season more than ever, The 5th continued to seek new ways to empower and unite our community through musical
theater. We work to offer meaningful opportunities for young people - especially opportunities that exist where theater, arts
education and social justice intersect. And we strive to inspire the next generation of skilled, compassionate and confident
leaders—both for the future of musical theater and for our world.To learn more, please visit www.5thavenue.org/education.

In the weeks laading up to Martin Luther King Jr. Day, local performer Shaunyce Omar and other Rising Star
Project teaching artists worked with more than 100 STUDENTS from Kenfridge and Kent-Meridian High
Schools to help them create a community-oriented rally emphasizing Dr. King's messages of love, unity and
sarvice. The Sth was honored to partner with these schools to empower students to share their stories and
raise their voices in song—challenging their pears to take action toward healing the world’s divisions.
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KateraHoward

Kateraand her Rainier Beach High School peers had a strong interest in theater arts, but no dram
program at their school.

From 201312015, as the B worked with the school to rebuild theprogram

Drama classes rebounded from zero to three or four periods per week.

The % helped Rainier Beach students produce their first$atile oneact musical.

Kateraparticipated in a songwriting workshop that The &fered at her school.

Katerawon a leading role in an atudent, mainstage production dthe Pajama Gamat The 3.
Kateraand her peers at Rainier Beach High School inspired executives of the NBRis#iow

select them as the only school in the state to receive a $10,000 R.l.S.E. America grant.






https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk7fJ-dbRq0&feature=youtu.be

